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Hamady’s Teacher 
receives a $500 grant

A representative from the Mark Owen Insur-
ance Agency stopped by Thursday September 
6 to present Mary Ann Kost a check for $500. 
Mary Ann Kost is excited about the opportunity 
to use this grant to take her class from Hamady 
High School to Willowbrook Manor in Flint 
Township to visit the Senior citizens.

“I want to be able to break down stereo-types 
about the elderly and gain relationships with the 
residents” 

Kost is hoping to use the money to do a field 
trip to Willowbrook senior living facility to do 
fun activities with the seniors like playing cards 
and painting finger nails. 

This donation was made possible by the 
Meemic Foundation Traditional Grant. This 
grant helps funding for classroom field trips, 
flexible chairs for your students or perhaps sup-
port for STEM initiatives. The Meemic Foun-
dation Grant was designed to help with many 
special project needs.

Mary Ann Kost is a teacher employed by Mott 
Workforce Development. She teaches the Jobs 
for Michigan Graduates Program at Hamady 
High School. This program helps teach job 
skills and prepares students for life after gradu-
ation.

More information about the 
Meemic Foundational Grant 

https://www.meemic.com/the-meemic-
foundation/grant-opportunities/traditional-g

rant-q3.aspx

Hamady High School New 
Football Stadium Grand Opening Event

Westwood Heights Schools is inviting the community to the official Grand Opening of 
the new Hamady High School Football and Track stadium on October 12, 2018. This 
event will feature a Parade, Tailgating, Games, Music, a Car Smash fundraiser, and 
our Homecoming Game against Bendle High school. The official ribbon cutting cer-
emony will take place during our pre-Game celebrations. At this event, we will honor 
the past and celebrate the future. The Ribbon cutting event will feature local and state 
officials from Mt. Morris Township, State Representatives, local organizations, school 
officials, friends and family from the community.  Superintendent Peter Toal stated: 

“We are excited to see a project like this going up in Genesee County to serve our stu-
dents and our community. It has been decades since we have hosted a track meet, and 
we have never had a soccer field to play on. Our students deserve the same opportuni-
ties as other districts and this facility will help us to achieve that goal”. 

“We would like to thank our architect, CHMP, and our general contractor LA Con-
struction, and all of their subcontractors for building this beautiful facility. It will be 
used to bring our community together for more than just football and track. We hope to 
host district and regional competitions, band concerts, and other community events to 
enrich our lives”. 

This 3-million-dollar facility is located on the campus of Hamady Middle/High School. 
The new stadium features a new state of the art football field with all season turf, new 
track, seating, press box and concessions and restroom facilities. 

Who: Hamady High School

What: Hamady Middle/High Grand Opening of New Football Stadium

Where: 3223 Carpenter Rd. Flint MI

When: October 12, 2018 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. (Homecoming Game) 

Parade: 5:00 p.m. Starting at Academy West (3400 North Jennings Rd.) to 
              Hamady High school (3223 W. Carpenter rd.)

Tailgate: Hamady High School Parking Lot (4pm – 7pm)

Pre-Game Ribbon Ceremony: New Football Stadium 6:30 p.m.

Football Game: 7:00 p.m.

“We are grateful to the Westwood Heights community for their continued support of 
our district, and to our neighbors, who have been extremely patient during the con-
struction of the stadium. We want to thank the Mt. Morris Township staff for keeping us 
safe and supporting all of our school related activities. We are blessed with a remark-
able staff in our district, and they have been as excited as the students to see this day 
arrive. Our board of education helped to conceive this project several years ago and 
helped guide the project through a bond financing, a sinking fund renewal, and the 
construction itself. We thank them for their service.  But most importantly, thank you to 
the families of our students for trusting us with your most valuable possessions. It is a 
great responsibility taking care of your students and we consider it an honor that you 
have chosen our district”.

-Superintendent Peter Toal
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Positive Behavior Intervention Support Sys-
tem (PBIS), is designed to create a positive 
atmosphere by highlighting when student do 
the right thing. We are providing an opportu-
nity for students to learn, grow and build up 
self-esteem.  Producing well rounded, hard-
working active members of society is one our 
primary goals. Our program keeps students 
motivated, focused on academic achievement 
and provides incentives for exhibiting positive 
behavior in both our school and community. 

You too can be a part of this great program 
and help encourage our students. We will 
proudly display your company name on all of 
our social media outlets and quarterly news-
letter. But, most importantly you would be 
helping our students and molding their fu-
tures. 

For more information contact Westwood 
Heights Administration office at 810-591-
0870

Happy’s Pizza Clio Rd.

Millionaire Cuts and Styles

New PBIS Sponsors
The Historic Bryant Barbershop

Auto Zone - Clio Rd. - 
JosphVansicklen

Da’ Red Wagon BBQ 
Up To Date Purse

New Attitudes Beauty Salon
Aristotle Barber and Beauty Shop

MikemaFragrances - 
Michael Merritt

Metro PCS – Ballenger & 
Flushing Rd. – Kay Kataa
Millionaire Cuts & Styles

Wig Land

Wig Land Clio Rd.

Hamady High Student 
receives award from The 
Academy of The Future 
Scientist & Technologist

Keyarria Galloway a  
10th grader is excited 

about her award from a 
Boston conference

“I was excited it was finally something 
with my name on it”, was the excite-
ment coming from Keyarria Galloway 
a 10th grader at Hamady High School. 
Galloway’s excitement comes after she 
received the award from The Academy of 
Future Scientist & Technologist award.

This summer Keyarria Galloway’s mom urged her to attend the prestigious conference in Boston. 
“it was cool because the road trip took us all around the east coast”. When Keyarria arrived, she 
was impressed by the large crowd of young people all taking valuable notes and paying close at-
tention to the presenters on the big stage. She tells us that because of this she is now motivated to 
become a Video Game Developer.

Keyarria Galloway says she works hard to keep her 3.9 GPA. She is also involved in afterschool 
activities with Youth Quest and Teen Quest. She plans to join the robotics program soon. 

Congratulations to Keyarria Galloway.

Greetings Hamady Parents and Community,

I am thrilled to be starting my fourth year as 
Principal of Hamady High School. I am ex-
cited to collaborate and learn with my students, 
parents, and families that make up this wonder-
ful community. It is an honor to be part of a 
faculty and staff committed to providing the best 
possible education for every student in a safe, 
nurturing environment.  

I believe the partnership between our families 
and our school is an important part of our suc-
cess. Students benefit as parents and guardians 
are involved in their learning.  It is our goal to 
have consistent communication between home 
and school and regular opportunities for fami-
lies to learn about what is happening here at 
Hamady.

I am passionate about student learning and 
helping every child become life-long learners. I 
believe that school is a “mistake-making” safe 
place where all students must have opportunities 
to learn and grow. Here at Hamady Middle/High 
School we do not hide the fact that our goal is 
to provide students with the highest level of 
education in an environment strictly focused on 
instructional and learning processes. In addition 
to student learning, we have a strong group of 
supporting, caring, and nurturing staff members 
whose primary goal is to foster the healthy men-
tal, emotional, social, and physical development 
of our students as they enter young adulthood.

The process of educating and caring for our chil-
dren is a team effort. I encourage you to contact 
the school at any time if you have a concern, 
need clarification, or simply want to check in 
with your child’s educators. We are also asking 
that you guide and support your students learn-
ing by ensuring that he/she:

1. Attends school daily and arrives on time, 
ready for the day’s school experience.

2. Completes all homework assignments given 
by teachers.

3. Shares their school experiences with you so 
that you are aware of his/her school life.

4. Knows that you expect him/her to succeed 
in school and become a successful citizen 
who is prepared for college and career.

5. Demonstrates respect toward peers, teach-
ers, staff and self.

6. Works hard to self-advocate, plan and 
achieve.

The administration team is always available to 
meet and discuss school issues or the individual 
progress of any student with parents, guard-
ians, and the students themselves. Additionally, 
the excellent counselor, social worker, student 
support assistants, and other support staff make 
themselves available at all times to assist in sup-
porting our students’ experience.

To make the school year the best for you and 
your student please support Hamady Middle/ 
High School in any way you can. Consider 
becoming part of the Hawk family by joining 
our parent group, an athletic booster club, or 
volunteering for help with school events. I look 
forward to making the high school experience 
a positive and memorable one for you and your 
student. We will be seeing you at our many 
activities that make high school a great experi-
ence!  On behalf of the staff here at Hamady, 
thanks for supporting us and your student and 
making this a great year!

Respectfully,
Mr. Les Key
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Dear McMonagle Elementary Families,
 
Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year! 

I look forward to another great year and 
anticipate a successful year partnering with staff 
and community to ensure our students receive an 
unparalleled educational experience.
We strive to provide a program that not only 
supports our students academically, but socially 
and emotionally. We are proud to offer a 
challenging educational program, exceptional 
enrichment programs, technology innovations, 
an ever-growing sports program, and a host 
of club opportunities that offer something for 
everyone.  McMonagle Elementary encourages 
its students to get involved and stay involved. 
We believe it is important to be connected to the 
school through positive relationships, a sense of 
community, and participation in extracurricular 
opportunities.  From the first day of school to the 
last, this is a message students will hear often.
Our staff recognizes the role they play in helping 
your children reach their full potential, and they 
do not take this responsibility lightly. We truly 
believe all students can be successful, and this 
belief drives the work we do on a daily basis. 
Parent involvement is vital to your children’s 
success, and we ask that you continue to play an 
active role in their education.
I am honored to lead such an outstanding school 
community and eagerly anticipate a rewarding 
and successful school year. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me with questions, concerns, or input 
at any time.  

Respectfully,
Ms. Richards
McMonagle Elementary, Principal

McMonagle
Annual Trunk or Treat
Tuesday, October 30, 2018  

5:00-7:00 PM
Come Join the Fun!

McMonagle Welcomes 
Back Music!

During the 2018-19 school year, students at 
McMonagle Elementary are provided exposure 
to music classes daily with our new music 
teacher Mrs. Brewer. We look forward to holiday 
performances and other special events highlighting 
our student’s talent!

Welcome to Hawknation Mrs. Brewer!

McMonagle  
Before/After School 

Program
Students are offered extra academic tutoring and 
support in reading and math through our before 
and after school programs.  Programs meet daily 
Monday-Thursday 7:00-8:30 AM and 3:30-5:00 
PM.  Students are provided breakfast and dinner.  
Please call 591-5145 to sign your student up.

McMonagle Elmentary
PTO Meetings

take place the first Monday of each 
month at 9:00 AM

 October 1, 2018  February 4, 2019
 November 5, 2018 March 4, 2019
 December 3, 2018 April 1, 2019
 January 7, 2019 May 6, 2019

Technology at 
McMonagle 
Elementary

In preparing for the 2018-19 school year, we have 
increased technology devices in all classrooms. 
Students are provided an extended experience with 
academics through daily technology time.  All 
classrooms are equipped with iPads, computers and 
Chromebooks. 

Benefits to technology in the classroom include:
I.  Integrating technology in education helps students 
stay engaged.
II. Technology transforms the learning experience. 
Students have access to an incredible amount of new 
opportunities. 
III.  Integrating technology into the classroom is an 
effective way to connect with students of all learning 
styles.

McMonagle 
Elementary Athletics
We are excited to offer a large variety of after 
school sports activities this school year.  Currently, 
we have a youth tackle football team, volleyball 
and cheerleading taking place after school.  
~Game schedules coming soon.

Information will be going home soon for the 
upcoming winter sports programs that include: 
boys and girls basketball.

In Memory of  
Joyce Albee 

WWH educator (37 years 
of service)

Mrs. Albee volunteered in classrooms at McMonagle 
Elementary for over a decade after retiring from 
Westwood Heights School District.

~Her love for our children and presence is greatly 
missed this school year!

Greetings Hawk Family,
It seems as if summer was only here for a short 
amount of time, and the beginning of a new 
school year has descended quickly upon us. I am 
looking forward to an amazing year together as we 
soar to even greater heights! Every day is a new 
opportunity for excellence, and that is what we are 
aiming for here at Hamady Middle School.
This year, Hamady Middle School will resume 
our normal schedule of 55-minute classes with 5 
minutes passing time in between classes. We will 
also have a Music Teacher as well! There will be 
Math and Reading Intervention classes offered to 
students to help build and strengthen their skills. 
The students will take various assessments and 
have many opportunities in the classroom to meet 
their learning targets. We will no longer have 
Focus class in the morning; students will report 
to their 1st hour class at 7:45 am! We will have 
an advisory period after lunch (similar to Focus) 
where the students can work on homework, 
receive additional help in subject areas, work 
on character building activities, and many other 
engaging activities.  I am so excited about all of 
the knowledge our students will gain this year!
As we begin the school year, please be mindful 
to get the proper rest needed for a successful day. 
Breakfast will be available for the students in the 
morning so that everyone can receive nutritious 
fuel for the brain. Let’s also be sure to check our 
attire before leaving home to ensure that we are all 
compliant with the dress code. Thank you parents 
and guardians for all of your support! Please be 
sure to sign up for our parent/guardian volunteer 
program Parents With A Purpose; a strong 
partnership with you will make a great difference 
in your student’s education. I am also hosting 
Breakfast Chats throughout the year so please 
come and join me! 
I look forward to seeing each one of you this 
school year! Go Hawks!

Sincerely,
Ms. Dionna Ross, Ed.S.
Hamady Middle School Principal/ 7-12 Grades 
Curriculum Coordinator

Breakfast Chat with Middle School 
Principal Ms. Dionna Ross, Ed.S.
• Only lasts 30 minutes or less/Open dialogue
• An opportunity to address any general questions  
  or concerns you may have
• Discuss future events occuring at HMS
• Free Breakfast snacks to fuel your day
Save the Dates:
• Wednesday, November 7th, 2018 at 7:15 am
• Thursday, December 20th, 2018 at 7:15 am
• Wednesday, January 16, 2019 at 7:15 am
• Thursday, Febraury 21st, 2019 at 7:15 am
• Thursday, March 14th, 2019 at 7:15 am
• Thursday, April 25th, 2019 at 7:15 am
• Thursday, May 16th, 2019 at 7:15 am
*Dates subject to change

The Hamady Middle School football team is off to 
a 3-0 start in the 2018 season. The team has worked 
hard day in and out since the middle of August. With 
30 players on the team, the kids are challenged every 
day. They have won games against Bentley, GCCS, 
and, most recently, Goodrich. In the game against 
Goodrich, the boys overcame an 8-0 halftime deficit 
to win 28-20 in their first true test of the season. Come 
out and support your young Hawks!
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Principal’s Message
The staff at Academy West would like to welcome back all of 
our students and families for the 2018-2019 school year.  Our 
teachers and support staff have been working hard throughout 
the summer to prepare new evidence-based strategies and ac-
tivities to help our students achieve academic success.  Stu-
dents at Academy West are learning the most effective practic-
es to increase vocabulary acquisition, reading comprehension 
and problem solving capability in math.  It is awesome to go in 
to classrooms and see students working hard on similar effec-
tive strategies throughout the building!

All of these new strategies are being utilized in addition to our 
SAT preparation activities that are already taking place in all 
classrooms here at Academy West.  We are very excited about 
the progress we made last year with a 20-point increase in 
the average SAT score of our students.  This is a noteworthy 
accomplishment for our staff and students when you consider 
the fact that the average score for high schools in Michigan 
decreased by 8 points.  Furthermore, Academy West was one 
of only 3 high schools in Genesee County that experienced an 
increase in SAT scores, which is a testament to all of the hard 
work that went into this initiative last year.  Below is a graph 
that shows how our students compared to their peers in Gen-
esee County.  

We are looking forward to another great school year at Acad-
emy West.  Below is a list of things that your student can do to 
increase their chances of achieving academic success this year. 

• Attend school daily; be on time and stay all day! 8:25-3:05
• Complete all assignments in class to avoid falling behind
• Show respect for staff members and peers and be a good 

citizen
• Give your best effort every day and take pride in your work
• Appreciate the opportunity you have to better your future

Student Council at Academy West
Academy West’s Student Council is off to another successful start! New 
members are already working towards creating another winning homecoming 
float and will be leading spirit week throughout the building to cheer on Hawk 
Nation against the Bendle Tigers. In the future, members have expressed inter-
est in a costume contest for Halloween, volunteering in the community around 
the holidays, and taking a few educational field trips in the coming school year. 
Academy West’s Student Council will continue to work towards developing 
a culture of character and achievement inside and outside of the classroom 
through leadership, stewardship, and service. Everyone is looking forward to 
another great school year. 

“Practice Makes Perfect” at Academy West
Classrooms at Academy West have been buzzing with students applying new 
strategies to help bolster student learning and academic achievement. All stu-
dents have been using before, during, and after reading strategies to reinforce 
reading comprehension. Students are activating prior knowledge, annotat-
ing as they read, and evaluating predictions after reading. Similarly, a strong 
emphasis has been placed on content area vocabulary, SAT action words, and 
even those special words for those challenging math problems. Students have 
already been using many of these newly learned words in the hallway, lunch-
room, and in the classroom due to explicit vocabulary instruction. Needless to 
say, teachers have been buckling down to ensure great instruction that leads to 
strong academic improvement in the areas of reading, writing, and mathemat-
ics. As the saying goes: practice really does make perfect. 

P.B.I.S at Academy West
PBIS, or Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports, is an initiative imple-
mented within the Westwood Heights school district to promote and reward 
good behavior. The purpose of schoolwide PBIS is to establish a climate in 
which appropriate behavior is the norm.  Academy West Alternative High 
School will host our PBIS Kick-Off on October 3, 2018. All students will 
participate and learn of the “TIGER” traditions/expectations. The TIGER ex-
pectations are as follows: T-ake responsibility, I-ntegrity, G-ive 100%, E-nsure 
safety, R-espect. Prizes will be raffled throughout the day to students display-
ing these expectations. We want our students to strive towards a positive peer 
culture.

Important Notice
Right to Know Teacher Qualification Standards

In accordance with criteria provided by the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001, the 
State of Michigan developed a plan for identifying highly qualified teachers.  This plan was 
approved by the State Board of Education on April 24, 2003.  The plan provides guidance for 
school districts.  NCLB requires the district to notify parents annually of the following issues 
relating to teacher quality; the number of teachers with emergency or provisional credentials 
where certification requirements have been waived, data to be disaggregated by high vs. low 
poverty schools and progress toward meeting state objectives for having all teachers highly 
qualified.  One hundred percent of the teachers of the Westwood Heights School District are 
certified by the Department of Education to teach in Michigan.  100% of our teachers meet 
NCLB Highly Qualified criteria.

Westwood Heights Phone Numbers
591-0870 ............................................................ Administration Office
591-4330 ...................................................................... Business Office
591-4321 ...................................................................Enrollment Office
591-5145 .........................................................McMonagle Elementary
591-0890 ............................................................ Hamady Middle/High
591-0123 .....................................................Academy West Alternative
591-2552 ........................................................................ Transportation
591-8677 ............................................................Food Service Director
591-8644 .................................................... Special Education Director

MISSION STATEMENT
Westwood Heights District offers a relevant and challenging curriculum that promotes academic 
achievement.  We assume a central role in the community by connecting staff, parents, and busi-
ness partnerships.


